
Special Guests at the Center 

Annual CD Release Party 

 We had a successful  6th Annual 
CD Release Party on January 29, even if the 
impending snowfall kept a few performers 
and audience members at bay.   
  
 Every year the Music Resource 
Center releases a CD compilation of music 
written, performed, arranged and produced 
entirely by our students. This “Best of MRC” 
is our best ever.  Covering every style of 
music, “Swag City” is also our first CD re-
leased with a title track.  The song “Swag 
City” was recorded by Bernard Talburtt and 
is an ode to Charlottesville   
  
 The night began with the presentation of the 2009 MRC Outstanding Member 
Awards.  Following that, the music started featuring performances by members and former 
members: Katie Stewart, Genna Matthew, Rob Martin, Speaking of the Elephant, and TJ 
Fresh. Youngkillagansta and the entire Sesame Street Squad finished off the night.  The 
students enjoyed plenty of food and cake.  (Thanks to Wild Wing Café!)  “Swag City” is 
available now at Sidetracks Music Store and the Center.  Songs from “Swag City” are cur-
rently being played on 106.1 The Corner! 
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Upcoming Events 
 

March 22:  Watershed—

from South Africa! Call 

the Center to reserve 

your spot. 

March 26:  Monticello 
High School’s Battle of 

the Bands @ MRC  

April 30:  Poetry & 
Lyrics Luncheon @ 

Farmington Country 

Club 

The Music Resource Cen-

ter® is a non-profit 501

(c)(3) multi-faceted 

music education center 

for teenagers located in 

Charlottesville, VA. The 

mission of the Music 

Resource Center is to 

educate and inspire 

youth and through music 

equip them with life 

skills for the future. We 

accomplish this mission 

through music education 

and performance oppor-

tunities, as well as life 

skills mentoring.  

“...my son lives “...my son lives “...my son lives “...my son lives 
and breathes and breathes and breathes and breathes 

MRC. It’s an enor-MRC. It’s an enor-MRC. It’s an enor-MRC. It’s an enor-
mous asset to our mous asset to our mous asset to our mous asset to our 

community.” community.” community.” community.”     

----    MRC ParentMRC ParentMRC ParentMRC Parent    

 Popular 80’s rock sensation Cheap Trick paid us a visit in January.  The band used 
our upstairs performance space to rehearse for a PBS Soundstage Special.  The band 
toured the facility and made a gracious donation to the Center.  Thank you Cheap Trick for 
rocking our building and helping us get word out to the world about MRC! Check out video of 
their rehearsals at MRC at www.cheaptrick.com. 

 MRC was also honored to have Daughtry band members Brian Craddock and Josh 
Paul visit our facility and discuss their life with one of the most successful rock bands in 
America.  Brian and Paul took time out of their busy schedule to have a jam session with us 
and give students a few pointers on guitar and bass.  They signed autographs and posed for 
photos before heading back out on the road. The visit was one for the books.  We hope Brian 
and Josh will visit again. Thanks guys!! 



        
 More snow couldn’t 
stop the first Gospel fund-
raiser and Open House at 
MRC.  February 13, we 
hosted the University of Vir-
ginia’s Black Voices and the 
Vessel Community Choir.  
Attendees and chorus mem-
bers enjoyed food, drink and 
good fellowship.   Audio of 
the event was recorded by 
MRC staff and will be distrib-
uted to the choirs and online 
at musicresourcecenter.org. 

Gospel at MRC 15th Anniversary Celebration: April 30th 
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“Being a “Being a “Being a “Being a     

member of member of member of member of 
MRC has been MRC has been MRC has been MRC has been 
nothing but nothing but nothing but nothing but 
positive.positive.positive.positive.        It’s It’s It’s It’s 
helped my helped my helped my helped my 

daughter grow daughter grow daughter grow daughter grow 
as a person in as a person in as a person in as a person in 
many ways.” many ways.” many ways.” many ways.”     
----    MRC ParentMRC ParentMRC ParentMRC Parent    
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 MRC proudly presents our 2009 Outstanding Members of the Year.  This year, it was especially 

difficult to decide on just one outstanding member to receive this Award.  The pool was large, but we nar-

rowed our choices down to three members who showed not only an interest in their own musical develop-

ment, but also displayed leadership qualities within their peer group and acted as respectable ambassadors 

for our program. Those members are: Genna Matthew, Jameel Clark and Katie Stewart.  

  

 Genna has always taken her guitar playing and singing very seriously.  

Since first arriving at the MRC three years ago, she has worked diligently to per-

fect her craft and learn the “ins and outs” of the recording process.  During her 

senior year in high school she completed her first full-length CD.  One of the songs 

on her debut CD helped her get accepted into UVA after she was waitlisted.  She 

now attends UVA and continues to perform in and around Charlottesville. 

  
 Jameel, aka YG, started attending the MRC 

regularly in the 8th grade.  He had plans then to become a rapper.  Over the years, 
he became a dedicated student of music production, lyrics composition and song 
structure.  He learned all our digital music production programs, as well becoming 
proficient in recording and mixing.  Jameel graduated from Charlottesville High 
School and is now attending Virginia State University.  

 
 Katie began coming to the MRC in the 9th grade.  
As a singer and guitar player, she recorded songs with her 
all female band.  After the group disbanded, Katie contin-
ued coming to the MRC as a soloist.  She also worked as 
an intern at MRC through her high school internship class.  
Katie learned a great deal about audio engineering and recording, and she began 
running sessions for other members.  Katie graduated from Monticello High School 
and is planning on taking classes at Piedmont Virginia Community College. 
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MRC Governing Board 
Amanda Megargel, Chair 

 
Sherri Moore, Vice-Chair 
Tom Carver, Treasurer 
Liz Denton, Secretary 

Fritz A. Berry 

William T. Carden, Jr. 
Johanna Chase 
Jason Colton 

Emily Franklin 
Leslie Gregg 

Dana Harris 
Jay Jessup 

Ann Jones 
Ann McDaniel 

Claude Worrell, III 
 

Executive Director 
Sibley Johns 

 

Advisory Council 
John Alagia 

Carter Beauford 
John D’earth 

Corey Harris 
Stefan Lessard 

Dave Matthews 
John McCutcheon 
Lucas Reynolds 

Boyd Tinsley  

        

 This year marks the 15th anniversary of the Mu-
sic Resource Center.  In celebration of this benchmark, 
MRC will host a spring luncheon at Farmington Country 
Club on Friday, April 30.  Guests will be treated to lunch, 
entertainment by MRC students and a panel discussion 
on poetry and lyrics.  We are honored to have poet laure-
ate Rita Dove and Dave Matthews Band member Boyd 
Tinsley as our speakers. Local singer-songwriter Terri 
Allard has graciously agreed to moderate the discussion. 
Tickets to the luncheon will be $125.00. All proceeds to 
benefit the MRC. For more information, call us at 
979.5478. 

Outstanding Member of the Year Award—2009 


